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DIR. OF CHILD ACCESSSERVICES The Children's Rights Council in the United States ("CRC"), as Sponsor, invites participation

DIR. OF PARENTING EDUCATION: INt€rnationally in Equal Parents' Week ("EPW"). This year, EPW takes place September 22 through
Elizabeth Hickey, M.S.W., Author September 28, 2003. Participation in EPW is achieved by wearing purple ribbons and tying them
Salt Lake City, Utah everywhere they can be seen in public. The objective of Equal Parents' Week is to publicly send the

e P T message that parental rights and responsibilities must be shared equally by unmarried parents.

Member, NBA Hall of Fame

DIR. OF INFORMATION SERVICES: EPW advocates that equality is not just a legal concept. EPW is a civil rights movement and a human
Ed Mudrak rights movement. The right of both parents to function as a parent, the right of children to be raised and
A i s NUrtured by both parents, and the right of families to exist and function as a family, are rights inherent
s.,periown XViland X1 Champion  and inalienable to all families. The request for equal parent status is a mandate for the time it takes to

Dwight Twilley, Pop Singer/Writer love, nurture, and teach our children our vaiues the only way we can...a mandate for the ability to be a

JE‘;‘ALgﬁ&‘;ISd?FEngSEARC"= parent...and a mandate for justice. The CRC is soliciting participation of organizations internationally
D, Richord Kubn who believe that "the best parent is both parents" to unite the voices of people throughout the world to
FAMILY ADVISORY BOARD: bring attention to family law issues affecting parents, children and family members.

CHAIRMAN:

i Ian Clark, Sr. . . N .
Sé:,.'f‘:':'éxi‘é Director of Development  IMPORTANT NOTE: As an international event we are observing "A Moment in our Hearts, A Moment

Maryland of Solidarity," by holding as many candlelight vigils as possible throughout the world. All candielight
Apvisons: , vigils will be held on the same date & time: Thursday, Sept. 25, 2003 at 7:30 p.m. We are urging all
B s b o avwis  People who cannot attend a candielight vigil or who do not have one taking place near them to holding
of Greater Washington, D.C. their own "Home Vigil” by lighting a candle in their home for at least 15 minutes, on Sept. 25, 2003 at
“Dear Abby” 7:30 p.m. A "Home Vigil" can be held by anyone, by a single person living alone, and include as many
A o ot people as you wish, so family and friends can be invited. Home vigils are as important as public
Eloise Anderson candlelight vigils, as they are very valuable in strengthening the message of EPW.
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EPW advocates that a 2-parent focus be established as an international priority, maximizing the

B Tameaeron involvement that both parents are willing and able to contribute in raising their children, and promoting
Honorable Bob Graham the ability of both parents to meet all their children's needs without compromising or imposing financial
U.S. Senator, Florida impediments to nonfinancial forms of child support. The CRC's campaign, JUST SAY YES! to Joint
Honorable Debbie Stabenow Custody advocates that parents exercise their first responsibility as a parent...to “just say yes" to

US. House of Representatives, Michigannconditionally loving and sacrificing for their children...and that means, "Just Say Yes!" to joint custody.
Honorable Sherwood Boehlert
U.S. House of Representatives, New York

4 Rav Berrohill. Co.founders Enclosures: 2 Highlights sheets describing objectives & ideas for participation/activities, and
g::n:;mnt)l,!igehlz);n Newswengh (1) Sample proclamation for cities, counties, etc.; (2) Joint Statement; (3) Handout brochures for EPW

(GRIN.S.), Corunna, Indiana and JUST SAY YES! (masters for copying as 2-sided brochures onto the paper of your choice). On the
?av!i: Si"-'ey’ éﬁﬁ‘}f)mia bottom of the first page, below the CRC information, extra space appears where you can add your name

. _ , and telephone number as a participating organization; (4) "Five Candies Reading" for use at
i ke P o cantomsa  PUDlic/home candlelight vigils; and  (5) Sample handout to publicize Candlelight Vigils
Karen DeCrow

Former President of N.O.W. Press release cutoff: Sept. 4, 2003 to provide specific information (complete address for each activity,
Jamesvile, New York your organization's address, telephone number and contact person), and names, addresses and phone
R mon, CoFouder. CRC numbers of persons holding "Home Vigils” to include in the international press release. Press releases
Phyllis Diller, Comedienne will be distributed within a week of EPW. Visit the EPW website http://members.tripod.com/epweek.
Los Angeles, California

Margorie Engel, President The CRC would be especially grateful for your organization's participation in EPW. The participation of
Stepfamily Association of America every organization and person internationally is warmly welcomed and truly invaluable. The power of
Warren Farrell, Ph.D,, Author our message and the power of this message being sent by purple ribbons all over the world will reach
Former Member of the Board of A A . .
Directors New York City N.O.W. people everywhere. If every family member throughout the world who cherishes their love for their
Lencadia, Califoria . family unites their voices and joins in sending our message, we will send a message so powerful it

Larry Gaughan, Director, Famly | . cannot be ignored. If we could, we would surely move heaven and earth for our children. That is what
Jonathan M. Goodson. Presics unconditional love and sacrifice is about, and that is the message we are sending.

Jonathan Goodson Productions
Los Angeles, California

Patti Diroff, International Coordinator, Equal Parents’ Week

A NON-PROFIT, TAX EXEMPT ORGANIZATION STRENGTHENING FAMILIES THROUGH EDUCATION
AND ASSISTING CHILDREN OF SEPARATED, DIVORCED AND NEVER-MARRIED PARENTS

Joan B. Kelly, Ph.D. Elisabeth Kiibler-Ross, M.D. Vicki Lansky ) Jamg; Levine ]
\ﬁce—Pnesiden{, Califomia Author, Psychiatrist Author, Columnist Families and Work Institute

Dispute Resolution Institute Scottsdale, Arizona Deephaven, Minnesota New York, New York
Corte Madera, California .



